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5 YEARS OF INCREASING STUDENT SUCCESS  
THROUGH PARENT ENGAGEMENT
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In its fifth year, Guilford Parent Academy (GPA) is already leading the 
way for parent engagement and people are taking note on a local, state 
and national level. To date, when accounting for all programs and events 
completed since the start of GPA, participation totals exceed 120,000.  
Here are a few of their achievements:

2015-16  
GPA Serves as a National Model for Family Engagement

PUBLISHED ARTICLES

AWARDS

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

Getting Smart:  
“5 Keys to Forging 

Strong Parent 
Engagement”

College Access Summit, Appalachian State University: 
“Guilford Parent Academy 101:  

5 Keys to Forging Strong Parent Engagement”

National Parent 
Engagement Award, 

Successful Innovations’ 
National Family 

Engagement Summit, 
March 2016

15th Annual Public Relations Executives Meeting,  
Council of the Great City Schools: “Guilford Parent Academy 

101: Parents and Educators Joining Forces”

Electronic Media:

Guilford Parent 
Academy Overview – 

Gold Award

Publications: 

Guilford Parent 
Academy End-of-Year 
Report – Gold Award

Special Events/Programs:
Guilford Parent Academy’s 2015 Parent 
Engagement Conference – Gold Award

Guilford Parent Academy’s Holiday 
Reading with Curious George – Gold Award

Guilford Parent Academy’s mini-grant 
program through Cone Health – Bronze 
Award

Blue Ribbon Awards, North Carolina School Public Relations Association, January 2016:

NSPRA: 
“Parent Engagement 

at Its Innovative 
Best”

eSchool News: 
“One District’s 

Innovative Ideas to 
Engage Parents”

THE Journal: 
“Free Online  

Tutoring Supports 
Guilford County 

Families”

Education Week: 
“Parent Volunteers 
Receive Financial 

Incentives to Serve as 
School Liaisons”

http://gettingsmart.com/2016/01/five-keys-to-forging-strong-parent-engagement/
http://gettingsmart.com/2016/01/five-keys-to-forging-strong-parent-engagement/
http://gettingsmart.com/2016/01/five-keys-to-forging-strong-parent-engagement/
http://www.nspra.org/e_network/2016-01_presidents_corner
http://www.nspra.org/e_network/2016-01_presidents_corner
http://www.nspra.org/e_network/2016-01_presidents_corner
http://www.eschoolnews.com/2015/10/15/engage-parents-795/
http://www.eschoolnews.com/2015/10/15/engage-parents-795/
http://www.eschoolnews.com/2015/10/15/engage-parents-795/
https://thejournal.com/articles/2016/02/24/free-online-tutoring-supports-guilford-county-families.aspx
https://thejournal.com/articles/2016/02/24/free-online-tutoring-supports-guilford-county-families.aspx
https://thejournal.com/articles/2016/02/24/free-online-tutoring-supports-guilford-county-families.aspx
https://thejournal.com/articles/2016/02/24/free-online-tutoring-supports-guilford-county-families.aspx
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/parentsandthepublic/2016/05/north_carolina_district_pays_parents_to_serve_as_volunteer_liaisons.html
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/parentsandthepublic/2016/05/north_carolina_district_pays_parents_to_serve_as_volunteer_liaisons.html
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/parentsandthepublic/2016/05/north_carolina_district_pays_parents_to_serve_as_volunteer_liaisons.html
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/parentsandthepublic/2016/05/north_carolina_district_pays_parents_to_serve_as_volunteer_liaisons.html
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GUILFORD PARENT 
ACADEMY CONTINUES 
TO GROW
With 2016 marking GPA’s fifth year, the academy 
continues to grow and generate awareness for their work 
with Guilford County Schools (GCS) students and parents.
GPA offers numerous free resources such as Brainfuse 
– the 24/7 online tutoring service – and workshops 
covering important topics such as Say Yes, Planning for 
College, Demystifying the EOG and Effective Home-School 
Communication. These resources and workshops provide 
information to parents of pre-K through 12th grade 
students. With total event attendance growing to over 
120,000 since GPA’s founding in 2011, it is easy to see that 
GPA’s resources are invaluable to Guilford County.

“During the past two years GPA has given me the skills 
and tools needed to reach out to parents, teachers 
and staff with the ability to empower them for the 
success of our students.”  
Donna Whitman, Title I Parent Ambassador

GPA: PARENTS 
REACHING PARENTS –  
IT TAKES A VILLAGE
As an extension of Guilford Parent Academy, two parent 
leader programs, Grassroots Parent Coordinators (GPCs) 
and Title I Parent Ambassadors (TIPAs), have continued 
to grow and develop. Both groups of volunteers attend 
monthly professional development sessions to learn 
about high-yield parent engagement strategies that 
result in increased student success. They also are very 
involved with planning and publicizing parent workshops, 
leading outreach activities and engaging with other 
parents about the variety of resources available to them.

This year, GPA provided parents with information and 
resources on multidimensional parent engagement, 
home-school communication and the importance of 
literacy. While the information certainly helped the parent 
leaders with the success of their own children, they were 
encouraged to share it with other parents using out-of-
the-box strategies. Some leaders passed out information 
at athletic events, while others shared information in 
the car-rider lines before and after school. Each parent 
leader, in his or her own way, created communication 
channels to strengthen parent engagement within the 
school.

GPA is able to offer these innovative and amazing 
programs through Title I funds and the Race to the  
Top grant.

“The GPA Grassroots Parent Coordinator program 
has revolutionized my involvement and interaction 
with my child’s school. Over the past year, I have 
learned so much about how to partner with my child’s 
school to help ensure her success. More importantly, 
I’ve been privileged to share the information I’ve 
learned with other parents as well.” 
Natasha Pace, Grassroots Parent Coordinator
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GPA: TEACHER 
WORKSHOP 
FACILITATORS MAKING  
A DIFFERENCE 
During the 2015–16 school year, teacher workshop 
facilitators at each middle school brainstormed 
areas of importance for parents and students based 
on communication with their Grassroots Parent 
Coordinators and Title I Parent Ambassadors. These 
conversations led teacher workshop facilitators to 
develop sessions to benefit parents and support students. 
“Preparing Your Child for EOGs” and “Transitioning 
to Middle School” were viable platforms for engaging 
parents and sharing critical information. During these 
sessions, parents received great information and were 
also able to ask questions and get valuable feedback. 
Topics included: 

•  An overview of the NC End of Grade Testing process  
for reading, math and science

• Tips for relieving stress prior to and during testing

•  Practice questions and other resources available 
through NC DPI, GPA (Brainfuse and Core Learning)  
and Learn Zillion

• What a transitions plan looks like and how it’s used

•  Finding an academic and social/emotional balance

“Being a teacher workshop facilitator is such  
a critical role. We meet with parent leaders  
and learn what is most important to them.  
We are then able to take our findings and create  
a workshop to solve parents’ needs. It is 
important that we stay in communication with the 
parents to continually learn the ever changing 
needs and topics of interest.” 
Lindsay Brake, Teacher Workshop Facilitator

GPA: BRAINFUSE USAGE 
AND AWARENESS 
GAINING MOMENTUM
With the launch of Brainfuse a little over a year ago, 
the jump in usage rates was tremendous. GPA offered 
sessions throughout the year for parents and teachers 
to not only inform them of this powerful resource but 
to also show them how to use it and how to incorporate 
it into homework routines or teaching. These sessions 
were offered during teacher staff meetings, open houses/
walk-the-schedule nights and after hours at schools 
all over the district in an attempt to educate as many as 
possible during times and locations that were convenient. 
GPA also created a series of out-of-the-box events called 
Regional Connections Nights that offered childcare and 
entertainment to make it possible for more families to 
come and gain awareness of Brainfuse. While parents 
learned about Brainfuse – how to sign up and use 
features, – students were entertained by Mad Science, 
a group that takes science projects and turns them into 
interactive fun. Students also had the opportunity to 
meet and take pictures with lovable characters such 
as Batman, Curious George and Clifford the Big Red 
Dog. Parents also received information on other digital 
resources available to them.
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“I had a great time with GPA this year! GPA is a 
great way for parents to get involved in their child’s 
education, to gain knowledge of all the resources 
that GPA and GCS have to offer and to motivate 
and empower other parents. As a GPA volunteer 
I had regular meetings with the school principal, 
communicated with the teachers at their monthly staff 
meeting, hosted workshops, and spoke with parents 
about tutoring and other helpful resources available 
to them and their children. Thank you GPA!” 
April Berry, Grassroots Parent Coordinator

GPA: ON THE GO  
MEETS PARENTS WHERE  
THEY ARE
In today’s world, it’s not always practical for parents to  
add additional activities to their already busy schedules. 
That’s why Guilford Parent Academy is constantly looking 
for new ways to reach parents and meet them where they 
already are – at work, church, PTA meetings, community 
events, etc.

This year, GPA teamed up with St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
of Greensboro to provide parents the support they needed 
to help their children achieve in the classroom and 
beyond. The workshops, which were delivered in Spanish, 
provided families with information on free tutoring and 
homework help resources available through GPA.

GPA continues to look for ways to overcome barriers 
and reach as many parents as possible to share helpful 
information and resources. Through the usage of out-of-
the-box strategies, they are finding new ways to engage 
diverse parent groups. 

Other organizations, including the City of Greensboro,  
Mount Zion Baptist Church and Partnership Village, 
partnered with GPA to bring high-quality programs to 
their locations. Through the On the Go program in the 
2015–16 school year, GPA hosted a total of 24 parent 
workshops, averaging 249 parents per session and 
reaching 5,993 parents overall.

“Hundreds of Latino families of St. Mary’s Church 
are very grateful for GPA in offering the Parent 
Academy on the Go. Many of these families have work 
schedules that do not allow them access to attend 
GCS educational sessions during the work week. 
By offering it on a Sunday evening and in Spanish, 
their children now have a level playing field with their 
curriculum studies.” 
Angel Guerrero, Male Involvement Chair for the Guilford County  
Council of PTAs

GPA: PROVIDING 
OPPORTUNITIES 
Students and their parents received a closer look at what 
a STEM education can mean after a visit with Wesley 
Long Hospital and the Greensboro Police Department 
forensics team.

Guilford Parent Academy partnered with Cone Health 
Foundation, Cone Health Systems, Greensboro Police 
Department (GPD) and local universities to share 
information about careers in the fields of science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM), as well as the 
education needed to achieve these jobs.
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Students received a “behind the scenes” tour of the 
hospital, including the morgue, where they learned what 
a coroner does and the importance of that job. While in 
the morgue, students also had the unique experience to 
see multiple preserved human organs. Next, a forensics 
nurse explained her day-to-day tasks, the challenges she 
faces in her job and her educational background. Lastly, 
the GPD forensics team discussed what goes on during 
a crime scene investigation and gave demonstrations on 
techniques used in solving crimes.

Students were able to ask questions and get advice from 
working professionals in careers that interested them. 
With local universities also in attendance, students could 
learn about the types of classes they should take in order 
to stay on track for a STEM career path.

GPA: BRINGING 
FAMILIES TOGETHER 
FOR FUN AND FREE 
RESOURCES
Every year, Guilford Parent Academy plans an annual 
family fun event, giving parents an opportunity to have 
fun with their kids for free, while learning ways to help 
their child in school and in life.

This year, the rain stayed away just long enough for 
thousands of Guilford County Schools families to get out 
and enjoy quality time together at the sixth annual Family 
Fun Day.

Approximately 4,500 students, parents and friends 
enjoyed boats, rides, games, live performances from GCS 
students and so much more.

In addition to the fun, parents were able to get important 
information about health care, positive lifestyles and 

summer activities to help avoid the summer slide. 
Students jumped for joy and parents smiled as 

their children selected free books to take 
home and not only read over the summer 

months, but add to their at-home 
collection.

This year, Family Fun Day also 
featured a number of local 

summer camps that partnered 
with Guilford County Schools 

in helping students continue 
to learn during the 
summer. Families were 
able to visit booths set 
up by the various camp 
providers to find out 
more about each  
camp’s offerings.
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GPA: PARTNERSHIP 
WITH SAY YES  
GUILFORD
Earlier this year, Guilford County was officially named 
the next “Say Yes” community. This announcement came 
with excitement and many questions from parents. With 
these questions in mind, Guilford Parent Academy 
partnered with Say Yes Guilford to create workshops 
to explain what Say Yes meant for GCS students, 
how eligibility was determined and what steps 
should be taken next. The sessions also gave 
an overview of the “Say Yes” program and 
offered a Q&A session with a member of 
the “Say Yes” team. 

Once the information had been received 
in the community that “Say Yes” was 
available to GCS students, GPA once 
again partnered with Say Yes Guilford 
to offer a series of workshops on 
FAFSA completion, a step that all 
students applying for “Say Yes” must 
take. These workshops offered general 
information as well as hands-on help 
with completing the FAFSA form. Many 
families left the workshop with the 
satisfaction that their FAFSA was  
complete and they were one step closer  
to going to college.

“Say Yes Guilford can’t thank 
Guilford Parent Academy enough 

for its assistance in helping us 
connect with thousands of families 

and students across the school 
system. We are appreciative of the 
GPA partnership and look forward 
to working together as we strive to 

keep families engaged in how Say 
Yes Guilford can help our students 

achieve success inside and  
outside the classroom.” 

Mary Vigue, Executive Director of Say Yes Guilford



Guilford Parent Academy 
By The Numbers

485 workshops/
presentations were held 

during the 2015-16 
academic year.

There was an average 
of 75 participants at 

each workshop.

Attendance at the various 
events totaled 

36,524. 
 

“Helping Your Child Succeed  
in School” was a popular topic 
this year, with 75 workshops 

serving more than  
3,800 attendees. 

To reach more Spanish-speaking 
families, GPA partnered with the Latino 
Coalition and GCS ESL department to 

create opportunities to share our 
resources in Spanish. These 
sessions reached more than 

800 participants.

Since the launch of Guilford  
Parent Academy in January 

2011, the initiative has served 
122,716 through 1,511 

workshops, presentations 
and events.

GPA, GCS Title I department and  
the Guilford County Council of PTAs  
held the district’s first Collaborative 

Parent Engagement Conference  
on Sept. 20. More than  

578 parents and students 
attended the event. 

11,862 parents and 
community members have 
established GPA accounts, 

gaining access to digital 
resources.

� Approximately�4,500�people�
attended�the�fifth�annual�Family�Fun�

Day�at�City�Lake�Park�on�May�30��
for�live�performances,�games,�water�

slides,�pedal�boats�and�more.��
The�activities�allowed�students�

to�get�outside,�get�active�and�
spend�quality�time�with�

their�families.�




